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CLAIM jAB^fo^NtS 

1. (Currently amended) An ap^atus, comprising: 

a mobile switching Center that supports a prepaid mobile communication device on a 
communication session; 

wherein the mobile switching; center connects the prepaid mobile communication 
device with an intelligent peripheral component to provide a service to the prepaid mobile 
communication device during the communic^tipn session; |nd 

wherein the mobile switching center receives a service identification associated with 
the service from the intelligent peripheral component; and 

wherein the mobile switching center generates ofifc Of mote triggered operations to a 
prepaid service node to send the service identification to the prepaid service nod e: and 

Wherein the mobile switching center c6nipiies a list of a plurality Of service 
identifications received during the communication session front one or more service nodes 
that provided services to the prepaid mobile communication device; and 

wherein the mobile switching center later sehds ihe list of the plurality of service 
identifications to the prepaid service node to facilitate calculation o f an amount to bill the 
prepaid mobile coniibiunieation device for use of th^ Services associated with the plurality of 
service identifications * 

2. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claiiri 1, wherein the prepaid service node 
comprises a first service node, and wherein the intelligent peripheral component is part of a 
second service node. ' i 
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3. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein upon receipt of a connect 
resource operation from the second service node, the mobile switching center triggers a 
connection between the prepaid mobile communication device and the intelligent peripheral 
component 

4. (t>reviously presented) The apparatus of claim % wherein the service identification 
is employable by the prepaid service node to calculate! billing information based on use of the 
second service node by the prepaid mobile communication device. 

5. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the prepaid mobile 
communication device incurs a fee during use of the second service node; and 

wherein the mobile switching center sends the service identification to the prepaid 
service node to facilitate a deduction of the fee from an account balance associated with the 
prepaid mobile communication device. 

6. (Currently amended) Use apparatus of claim 4, in combination with the secortd 
service node; 

wherein the second service node provides • the service to the prepaid mobile 
communication device during the communication session: and 

wherein the second service node sends the service identification to the mobile 
switching center to indicate involvement of the second service node on the communication 
session. . . 

7. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 6, Wherein the mobile switching 
center stores an indication of the service identification for delivery to the prepaid service 
node upon disconnection of the commtmicatioti session. 
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8. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the prepaid mobile 
communication device sends a dialed digits value to the mobile switching center to initiate 
the communication session, and wheteiri the mobile switching center sends the dialed digits 
value to die prepaid service node: and 

wherein the digits dialed value does not provide the prepaid service node with an 
indication of one or more billable activities of the communication session; and 

wherein the mobile switching center sends one of rpore service identifications to the 
prepaid service node to indicate the one of more billable activities that occurred on the 
communication session. 

9. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, in combination with the second 
service node; '.. 

wherein upon registration of the prepaid imobfte communication device, the mobile 
switching center arms one or more call triggers set to sehd evetit information to the prepaid 
service node: and 

Wherein the s<econd service lioiie indicates to the mobile switching center that the one . 
or more call triggers are active for transactions with the second service node. 

10. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim % wherein upon registration of the 
prepaid mobile communication device, the mobile switching center aims a disconnect trigger 
set to send event information to the prepaid service node; and 

wherein upbri activation of the disconnect trigger, die mobile switching center sends a 
disconnect message to the prepaid service node: arid 

wherein the di^onnect message carries to the prepaid service node one or more 
service identificatiofis that are associated with on0 or more services that the prepaid mobile 
communication device received duftag the ^ sessions 
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1 1 . (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein the disconnect message 
provides an indication to the prej>aid service liode of & dur&tioii 6f a connection between the 



12. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein upon receipt of a call 
termination request from the prepaid service node, the mobile switching center sends a 
disconnect message ta the prepaid service node to f>&ss one off more service identifications 
that are associated with one or more services that the prepaid mobile communication device 
received during the communication session. 
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13, (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second service node 
comprises a directory assistance service node, and wherein the service identification 
comprises a directory assistance servicfc identification associated with the directory assistance 
service node: and 

wherein the prepaid mobile communication device sends a dialed digits value to the 
mobile switching center to initiate the communication session With the directory assistance 
service node, wherein the mobile switching center sends the dialed digits value to the prepaid 
service node: and ; 

wherein the digits dialed value does not provide the prepaid service node with an 
indication of the use of the directory assistance service, iiode by the prepaid mobile 
communication device: and 

wherem the dirtctory a 
identification to the mobile switching center to indicate the use of the directory assistance 



wherein the mobile switching center sends the" directory assistance service 
identification to the prepaid service bode to facilitate a deduction of an amount from £ri 
account balance associated with the prepaid mobile communication device based on the use 
of the directory assistance service node. 
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14. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim i, wherein the service identification 
comprises a first service identification, jand wherein the riiobile switching center receives a 
second service identification that is associated with th£ prepaid service node; and 

wherein the mobile switching center compared an address associated with the secoiid 
service identification and a trigger destination address for a destination to send the second 
service identification; and . 

wherein the mobile switching center determines to tot send the secoiid service 
identification to the trigger destination address if tiie address associated with the second 
service identification is the same as the trigger destination address. 

15. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the service identification 
comprises a first service identification, and wherein the mobile switching center receives a 
request for a status of the communication session, and wherein the request comprises a 
second service identification: arid 

wherein thei mobile switching center return^ art indication of the status of the 
communication session: and ; 

wherein the mobile switching center stores this second service identification to later 
send to the prepaid service node. • 

16. (Original) The apjxiratus of clairtl 1, wherfcin thfc mobile switching cento employs 
International Telecommunication Union signaling ■■ in accordance with International 

. . Telecommunication Union', standards. * 

17. (Canceled) 
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18. (Currently amended) A method, coThprisinfe the steps of: 

connecting a prepaid mobile communication device with an intelligent peripheral 
component to provide one or more services to the prepaid mobile communication device: and 

sending one or more service identifications in a triggered operation to a prepaid 
service n ode for billing the prepaid mobile co ifotnftmc rtion device for the one Or rnore 



Th e method of claim 17, w herein the prepaid service node comprises a first service 
node, afl£ wherein the intelligent peripheral component is part of a second service node, and 
wherein the second service node provides the one or more services to the prepaid mobile 
communication device during a communication si^ioh that involves the second service 
node; and 

vyherein the step of sending the on* or more 'febtyice identifications in the triggered 
operation to the prepaid service node for billing the prepaid mobile coinntumcation device for 
the one or more services i^ived du^ intelligent f>eripheraJ 

component comprises the steps of: 

receiving, from the second service node, the one or mote service identifications that 
indicate involvement of the second service node on the communication session; and 

encountering a disconnect trigger for the connection with the intelligent peripheral 
component Which sends a disconnect message to the prepaid service node, wherein the 
disconnect me$sage carries the one or more service identifications to the prepaid service 
node* . 
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19. (Currently amended) The method of claim l£ wherein the step of sending the 
one or more service identifications in die triggered operation to the prepaid service node for 
billing the prepaid mobile communication device fpr the one or more services received 
during connection with the intelligent peripheral coiftftonent farther comprises the steps of: 

arming one or more call triggers for a cohiiiii^cation session that involves the 
prepaid mobile communication device and the intelligent peripheral component; and 

sending the triggered operation to the prepaid service node upon activation of one or 
more of the one or more call triggers. 

20. fCutrenilv amended A method- comprising the steps of: 

connecting a prepaid mobile communication device with an intelligent peripheral 
component to provide one or more services to the prepaid mobile communication device: and 

sending; n pe or more service identifications in a triggered operation to a prepaid 
service node for billing the prepaid mobile commiiriication device for the one or more 
services received during connection with the intelligent peripheral component: 

Th e method of olaim 17, furth e r portiprifling tfati 

receiving a dialed digits value from the prepaid mobile communication device tha* 
initiates a communication session with the intelligent peripheral component; and 

sending the dialed digits value to the prepaid service node, wherein the digits dialed 
value does not provide the prepaid service node with an indication of one or more billable 
activities of die communication Session: and 

wherein the step of sending the one or more service identifications in the triggered 
operation to the prepaid service node for billing the prepaid mobile communication device tot 
the one or more services received during connection \yith the intelligent peripheral 
component comprises the step of; 
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sending the one or more service identifications to the prepaid service node to indicate 
the one or more billable activities that occurred on the communication session. 

21. (Currently amended) The method of claim 20 44, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a service identification that is associated With the prepaid service node; 
comparing an address associated with the, service identification and a trigger 

destination address for a destination to send the service identification; 

determining to not send the service identification to the trigger destination address if 
the address associated with the service identification is the same as the trigger destination 
. address. ,V ' 

22. (Currently amended) An article, comprising: 
one or morp computer-readable signal-bearing media; 
means in the one or more media for connecting & prepaid mobile communication 

device with an intelligent peripheral component to provide ofie or more services to the 
prepaid mobile communication device; and 

means in the one or more media for sending one or more service identifications in a 
triggered operation to a prepaid service node for billing the prepaid mobile communication 
device for the one or more services received during connection with the intelligent peripheral 
component; 

means in the one or tnoite media for receiving a dialed digits value from the prepaid 
mobile communication deVice that initiates a CoinMunication session with the intelligent 
peripheral component: arid ■ : t : 

means in the one or more media for sending the dialed digits value to the prepaid 
service nodei wherein the digits dialed value does not Provide the prepaid service node with 
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wherein the means in the one or more media for sending the one or more service 
identifications in the triggered operation to the prepaid service node for billing the prepaid 
mobile comrnunication device for the one or more sbrvicieis received during connection with 
the intelligent peripheral component comprising: 

means in the one or more media for sending the orie or more service identifications to 
the prepaid service node to indicate the one or more billable activities that occurred on the 
commiinipatioh session. 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the service comprises a 
first service provided, by the intelligent peripheral component, and wherein the intelligent 
peripheral component provides a second service to the prepaid mobile communication device 
during the comrnunication session: and 

wherein the service identification comprises a first service identification associated 
with the first service, and wherein the mobile switching center receives a second service : : 
identification associated With the second service from the intelligent peripheral component; 
* Md -.-.•"/ : V ' .■ '■' 'V-v. 



second service identification to the prepaid service node to facilitate calculation of an amount 
to bill the prepaid mobile comrnunication device for Use Of the first service and the second 

•service., *' ••' ''-'l-V? v ! '.'"'. " V ' 

24. (Canceled) ;V J m . V 
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25, (Currently amended) A method, rainprisin£ the steps of: 

connecting a prepaid mobile communication device with an intelligent Peripheral 
component to provide one or more services to tile prepaid mobile communication device: and 
sending one or more service identifications ifi a triggered operation to a prepaid 
service node for billing the prepaid mobile communication device for the one or more 
services received during Connection with the inteiUgehVperiphefal component; 

Th e m e thod of claim 17, wherein the prepaid! service node comprises a first service 
node, and wherein the intelligent peripheral component is part of a second service node, and 
wherein the one or more services provided to the prepaid mobile communication device by 
the second service node comprise a first service arid a second service: and 

wherein the step of sending the one 6r more setvice identifications in the triggered 
operation to the prepaid service node for billing the prepaid mobile communication device for 
(he one or more services V recdved during eorinefetion with the intelligent peripheral 
component comprises thte steps 6f: 

receiving a first service identification Associated syitb the first service from the second 
'.; service node; y- f.-- '■'■■ : y. 

receiving a second service identification associated With the second service from the 
..; second, service node; 

saving indications of the first service identification and the second service 
identification; ' .'• •; 

sending the indications of the first service identification and the second service 
identification to the prepaid service node to facilitate calculation pf an amount to bill the 
prepaid mobile communication device for use of the first service and the second service. 
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